
WHY ARE WE HERE?

Dr Emilia Wawrzkowicz, Designated Dr for Safeguarding Children

Jo Procter, Head of Service Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Adult & Children’s 
Safeguarding Boards



2 SCR’s (1 Peterborough 
Case, 1 Cambridgeshire 
case) both involving child 

sexual abuse



No countywide strategy for  
CSA

No consistent tool regarding 
assessing behaviours

Consistency of recognition of 
“signs and symptoms”



3 surveys

1 aimed at secondary school students 
(119)

1 aimed at parents/ carers (529)

1 aimed at professionals (347)

focus groups; primary school students



What did they tell us?
• Children consider professionals (particularly health 

professionals) to be safe. “They can do what they want”

• Uncertainty across young people and parents regarding who 
can be a perpetrator of abuse and who can be victims of sexual 
abuse

• Perception that if you don’t report CSA when it happens it can’t 
be reported at a later date

• Professionals have experience of working with cases of 

CSA

• Concerns regarding medical examinations in cases of 

CSA
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