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Risk Outside The Home (ROTH) Assessment 2025
The ROTH Assessment is a tool to be used to help assess the risk of harm outside the home and can also be used
to support a referral into Children’s Services.

	Basic Information


	Name of practitioner completing assessment and role
	
	Date completed
	

	Child’s name
	
	Sex
	

	Date of birth
	
	Age
	

	Current Address
	
	Home Address (if in care)
	

	Legal status 
(e.g. CP, CIN, CLA, etc.) 
	
	Ethnicity
	

	Education, employment, or training status 
	☐ Mainstream School 
☐ Alternative Provision
☐ CME
☐ Post 16 FE
☐ NEET
☐ Other

	Name of education provision and further details
	

	Other agencies or services involved
	☐ Children’s Social Care 
☐ Targeted Support
☐ Youth Justice Service
☐ Police
☐ SEND
☐ CAMHS
☐ CASUS/CGL
☐ Other

	Details of agencies or services
	

	




Indicators of Vulnerability
	Has the child ever…
	Yes
	No
	Suspected

	Experienced abuse or neglect from parents, carers or other family members? (consider physical, emotional, sexual abuse or neglect)
	☐	☐	☐
	Been exposed to domestic abuse, substance misuse or mental health difficulties within the family?
	☐	☐	☐
	Been exposed to criminality within their own family?
	☐	☐	☐
	Experienced a breakdown in family relationships? (including significant conflict at home, bereavement and family separation)
	☐	☐	☐
	Been diagnosed or shown indications of additional needs including neurodivergence?
	☐	☐	☐
	Been a victim of exploitation or other risks outside the home in the past?
	☐	☐	☐
	If you have answered ‘Yes’ to any of the above, please provide brief details below. 

	



	
Is the child currently…
	Yes
	No
	Suspected

	Regularly returning home late or being absent without permission?
	☐	☐	☐
	Using their mobile phone excessively and/or secretively?
	☐	☐	☐
	Isolated from peers or part of a new social network? (including online)
	☐	☐	☐
	In contact with unknown adults online?
	☐	☐	☐
	Misusing drugs or alcohol beyond teenage experimentation?
	☐	☐	☐
	Demonstrating low attendance in their education setting and/or being excluded from education on a fixed-term or permanent basis?
	☐	☐	☐
	Not in education, employment, or training? (age 16 or 17 only)
	☐	☐	☐
	Sexually active in a way that causes concern? (consider STIs, use of emergency contraception, multiple partners) 
	☐	☐	☐
	Expressing new feelings of low self-esteem or a deterioration in mental health and wellbeing? 
	☐	☐	☐
	A young carer? 
	☐	☐	☐
	Living in unsuitable or inappropriate accommodation?
	☐	☐	☐
	Living independently and failing to respond to attempts by professionals to keep in touch? 
	☐	☐	☐
	Lacking a positive relationship with a protective and nurturing adult (i.e. parent, grandparent, carer, etc.)?
	☐	☐	☐
	Coming to the attention of Police, or reported to be involved in anti-social behaviour?
	☐	☐	☐
	If you have answered ‘Yes’ to any of the above, please expand below. 

	





Indicators of Current Harm

	In the last 3 months, has the child…
	Yes
	No
	Suspected

	[bookmark: _Hlk200961678]Been missing repeatedly or overnight?  
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961691]Had long periods of time where their whereabouts are unknown? (including missing education)

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961699]Travelled some distance away from home unexpectedly or without good reason?

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961707]Identified themselves as a member of a ‘gang’?

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961715]Been spending time with other children who are suspected or known to have been exploited or involved in serious violence? 
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961725]Been in contact with adults who are suspected or known to be perpetrators of exploitation or serious violence? (including online)
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961732]Been physically harmed by an adult or child outside the home, or sustained a physical injury without plausible explanation?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961744]Been sexually harmed by an adult or child outside the home?

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961755]Been financially exploited?

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961764]Been found in possession of unexplained amounts of money, expensive clothing, or other items for which there is no plausible explanation; and/or benefiting from social or beauty activities which they do not have the means to pay for? 
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961772]Been going to places known for exploitation or associated with drug dealing? 

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961782]Been going to adult places, or had access to premises they shouldn’t have, including hotels, ‘bandos’ or cuckooed properties?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961816]Had a drug debt, or been accessing drugs without having financial means?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961800]Been found with large quantities of Class A or B drugs?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961825]Been linked with known drug supply lines, or been identified as holding, moving or distributing drugs?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961792]Been abducted or subject to false imprisonment?

	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961876]Had unknown people coming to their address to look for or contact them?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961889]Been in possession of knives or other weapons?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961897]Been involved in incidents of violence, robberies or thefts?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961904]Been in possession of multiple mobile phones or receiving lots of calls/texts from unknown sources?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961913]Been watching, sharing or creating online material about youth violence or ‘gang culture’?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961921]Made or shared indecent images of themselves or others?
	☐	☐	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk200961931]Expressed interest in extremist ideologies and/or accessed extremist material online?

	☐	☐	☐
	If you have answered ‘Yes’ to any of the above, please expand below with details of the risk

	





	Contexts for Harm


	If known, state the name(s) of the person(s) posing a risk to the child. 
	

	If known, state the names of any other children who may also be affected by this risk. (e.g. siblings or friends) 
	

	If known, state the name(s) of any place(s) where the child is at risk.
	



	Views


	What is the child’s view/perception of the risk? 
	

	What is the parent/carer’s view/perception of the risk?
	



	Strengths and Safety Measures


	What is working well to mitigate the above risk factors? Consider family, peer group, community, school etc. 
	

	What has been tried already to increase safety for this child?
	

	What is the current risk management plan to increase safety for this child?
	




Risk Assessment
Please provide your view on the risk levels based on the information above and using the following scale:
	Not Applicable
	There may be indicators of vulnerability but there are no current indicators of risk.  

	Emerging
	There are indicators of vulnerability and concern of future harm is present. There may be limited indicators of harm. This will include tentative connections to adults, places or peer groups of concern. A preventative response should be considered. 

	Moderate (or ‘on the cusp’)
	There are multiple indicators of vulnerability and some indicators of current harm. This will include evidence of links to adults, places or peer groups of concern. A safeguarding response should be considered. 

	Significant 
	There are multiple indicators of current harm. This will include evidence of strong links to adults, places or peer groups of concern. A child protection (or equivalent) response should be considered. 



	Child Sexual Exploitation
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a type of sexual abuse. When a child or young person is victim of CSE they are given items such as gifts, drugs, money, status and affection in exchange for performing sexual activities. They can sometimes believe they're in a loving and consensual relationship.

	N/A
	
	Please summarise the rationale for the rating:

	Emerging
	
	

	Moderate
	
	

	Significant
	
	



	Child Criminal Exploitation
Criminal exploitation (CCE) is where children and young people are manipulated and coerced into committing criminality. They might be victims of violence or pressured into doing things like stealing or carrying drugs or weapons. This might include County Lines, which typically involves children being trafficked away from their home area and exploited into carrying and selling drugs for an organised criminal network using a dedicated mobile phone line. They are primarily trafficked out of the county, but it can happen within county borders.

	N/A
	
	Please summarise the rationale for the rating:

	Emerging
	
	

	Moderate
	
	

	Significant
	
	



	Serious Youth Violence
Youth Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power to threaten or harm others by young people. Youth violence can include fighting, bullying, threats with weapons, and may involve gang related violence. Serious youth violence is typically defined as ‘any offence of most serious violence or weapon enabled crime, where the victim is aged 1-19.’ Those who are most likely to commit acts of violence are also those most likely to be victims. 

	N/A
	
	Please summarise the rationale for the rating:

	Emerging
	
	

	Moderate
	
	

	Significant
	
	



	Radicalisation
Radicalisation is when someone starts to believe or support extreme views, and in some cases, then participates in terrorist groups or acts. Children can be drawn and/or groomed into violence or they can be exposed to the messages of extremist groups through social media and the internet, direct contact with extremist groups and organisations or through family members or peers.

	N/A
	
	Please summarise the rationale for the rating:

	Emerging
	
	

	Moderate
	
	

	Significant
	
	



	Peer on Peer Abuse
Peer on peer abuse occurs when a young person is exploited, bullied and/or harmed by their peers who are the same or similar age.  This may include bullying (including online bullying, and bullying based on race, religion, sexuality, disability or trans status), abuse by a child’s girlfriend, boyfriend, or partner, physical abuse, sexual violence, such as rape and sexual assault, sexual harassment, sharing naked or semi-naked images without consent, upskirting, initiation/hazing-type violence and rituals, emotional abuse, financial abuse, coercive control.

	N/A
	
	Please summarise the rationale for the rating:

	Emerging
	
	

	Moderate
	
	

	Significant
	
	



	Are there reasonable grounds to suspect that this young person has been trafficked or is a victim of forced labour?
	☐  Yes  ☐  No
	If yes, you must complete a National Referral Mechanism (NRM) form.



Please note that the risk levels above are provisional until reviewed and confirmed by the Missing and Exploitation Team and/or discussed at the ROTH Triage Panel. 

Management Oversight
	Please provide manager comments:



	Name and role
	
	Date reviewed
	




Missing and Exploitation Team Oversight
	Please provide any further comments:



	Should this assessment be discussed in the ROTH Triage Panel?
	☐  Yes  ☐  No

	Name and role
	
	Date reviewed
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